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MEMOIR. 


‘Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of His saints."— Ps. 116: 15. 


JosepH Dickinson died at his summer 
residence at Bay View, Michigan, -400 
miles north of Richmond, Indiana,Second 
day, Eighth month 5th, 1895, at 6:10 Pp. 
M., after an illness of about six days. 
Having made several visits to that place 
in previous years, and feeling the need 
of its invigorating climate in his declin- 
ing strength, he, with his eldest son, 
Samuel, with whom he made his home, 
had purchased, remodeled and enlarged 
a cottage in a choice, elevated location, 
facing the bay. He found much interest 
and pleasure in planning and arrang- 
ing the house to suit their needs. Sam- 
uel and his wife went on before and got 
all in readiness, and when, on the even- 
ing of Seventh month roth, he and two 
of his grand-daughters, Amy Francisco 
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and Irene Dickinson, left to join them 
for the summer outing, he was strong 
and well as usual, and very cheerful and 
happy. All the intervening days up to 
Seventh month 30th, were full of enjoy- 
ment, and his letters to his children 
and friends were full of the satisfaction 
and pleasure he found in his new home 
and in seeing the several members of 
his household improving in health and 
having their days occupied with health- 
ful recreation. He especially enjoyed 
the religious service in the Auditorium 
and on the beach, where Christians of all 
denominations united in prayer and 
thanksgiving. The responsive readings © 
and the singing being especially enjoy- 
able to him. He had been growing 
weaker since his delightful visit to his 
daugter, Maria D. Washburn, at Fort 
Worth, Texas, in Fourth month last, 
his digestive organs failing to properly 
assimilate food, and their weakness no 
doubt caused the impaction of the bowels 
which was the immediate cause of his 
death. He first made known his illness 
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on Third day evening the 30th. A phy- 
sician who had successfully prescribed 
for him in former visits to Bay View was 
called, and located the difficulty and 
took prompt measures for its removal ; 
but nausea and vomiting were so severe 
and continuous that for some time rem- 
edies failed to take effect. Copious 
medicated injections with manipulation 
of the bowels were used, and finally the 
stomach retained strong drastic reme- 
dies, but without relief. His tempera- 
ture and pulse remained nearly normal. 
There were no symptoms of inflamma- 
tion, the soreness of the bowels was 
mitigated and there was no fever nor 
headache ; therefore death was not ex- 
pected so soon, especially as the difficulty 
was a local one, which might at any 
time yield and his life be spared. His 
son, Samuel, who had been absent about 
a week, returned four hours before he 
died. His daughter, Hannah, was on 
her way, but arrived twelve hours too 
late. Her husband, Charles A. Fran- 
cisco, had been assisting in nursing him 
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for several days and nights, having gone 
in response to a telegram announcing 
father’s serious illness and asking for 
one of the sons tocome. Samuel was 
away from home and out of reach; How- 
ard Cadwallader, father-in-law of Joseph 
J. Dickinson, was very ill, and died 
within a day or two, so that he —Joseph 
J.—could not go. His decline, when 
it began, was so rapid and unexpected 
that there was not time for his children 
toreach him before his death. On Third 
day morning the 6th, about thirty-five 
Richmond people, including the several 
members of his family, gathered at the 
cottage to pay their last tribute of re- 
spect to one who had been very genial 
and kind to all. Short, simple services - 
were conducted by Charles A. Francisco, 
his son-in-law, who is a minister of the 
gospel. Marked passages in Joseph 
Dickinson’s Bible, relative to the Res- 
urrection, were read. His daughter-in- 
law, Laura, who had so faithfully nursed 
him, offered an earnest and touching 
prayer. Brief loving remarks were 
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made by his daughter, Hannah, and her 
husband. ‘‘ Jesus, Lover of my Soul, ” 
was sung with tenderness and with tears, 
and the casket was taken to the station, 
and, with sorrowing relatives, left at 
10:30 A. M., arriving at Richmond at 
3:30 on Fourth day (Wednesday) morn- 
ing. It was touching and very comfort- 
ing to find at the station at that early 
hour, almost without pre-arrangement, 
some eight or ten friends and several 
conveyances to receive us. Soon he was 
lying peacefully in the front room of his 
own home, where a few years before his 
beloved wife had lain in fer last sleep. 
Friends, with loving hearts and willing 
hands, anticipated and supplied every 
need ; many called to pay visits of re- 
spect to him and of condolence to his 
children. It was touching and comfort- 
ing to see the faces of several colored 
friends who had been helped and_ be- 
friended by the quiet sleeper, and their . 
tears and words of comfort were precious 
to the sorrowing children. He was 
neatly clad, as in life, and as he was 
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very fond of flowers, and had supplied 
them to many others on such occasions, 
they were not wanting here. The sheaf 
of fully-ripened wheat which had lain 
on his wife’s casket was laid upon his 
and buried withit. Many telegrams and 
letters of sympathy were received, one 
telling that his daughter, Maria, had got 
ready to come, but was taken ill and 
could not do so. Inthe parting oppor- 
tunity of the family at the house at 2 
p. M. Fifth day, the solemn silence which 
pervaded the gathering, as with sad 
hearts they grouped around the casket, 
was broken by vocal supplication, min- 
gled with praise and thanksgiving by 
Edward Bellis. A portion of Scripture 
was read by Allen Jay. . Fitting  re- 
marks were made by Oliver White, 
Joseph J. Dickinson, Thomas N. White, 
Allen Jay, and others, feelingly alluding 
to the helpfulness in his lifetime of him 
whose silent remains we soon should 
follow to their last earthly resting place. 
This sweet service of loving, affectionate 
remembrance was closed with prayer 
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by Charles A. Francisco, who tenderly 
spoke of the absent daughter, deprived 
from being present by her illness. At 
2:30 p. M. the funeral cortege proceeded 
to the Yearly Meeting House, the casket 
borne by the following friends: Tim- 
othy Nicholson and David Sutton, Fin- 
ley Newlin and Gurney Hill, Philip 
Schneider and William B. Hadley. The 
services were held in the West room of 
the Yearly Meeting House, where the 
funeral of his loved wife, Esther G. 
Dickinson, was held four years before. 
Although he had been, like her, one of 
the founders of South Eighth Street Meet- 
ing, and one of its most zealous sup- 
porters, the audience room would not 
hold the friends desiring to attend. By 
the request of his children the services 
were of a general character, and under 
the direction of Allen Jay, who, after a 
season of thoughtful silence, spoke as 
follows: : 


On this solemn occasion we believe 
that it will be very appropriate to read 
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some portions of Scripture that our dear 
friend was very fond of, and which he 
had marked with very heavy marks in 
his own Bible. 

Joseph Dickinson was a man who be- 
heved very fully in salvation through 
oun -Lord»fesus, Christ. -He alsow be? 
lieved in the doctrine of the resurrection 
of the dead; and when you look into 
his Bible you will find many of such 
passages expressly marked. A few of 
of them I will read at the opening exer- 
cises this afternoon. 

In First Corinthians, 15th chapter, 
commencing at the 35th verse, we find 
these verses especially marked: 


‘‘But some man will say, How are 
the dead raised up? . And with what 
body do they come? 

Thou fool, that which thou sowest is 
not quickened, except it die: 

And that which thou sowest, thou sow- 
est not that body that shall be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat, or of 
some other grain: but God giveth ita 
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body as it hath pleased him, and to every 
seed his own body. 

All flesh is not the same flesh: but 
there is one kind of flesh of men, another 
flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and 
another of birds. 

There are also celestial bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the 
celestial is one, and the glory of the 
terrestrial is another. 

There is one glory of the sun, and 
another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars; for one star differeth 
from another star in glory. 

So also is the resurrection of the dead. 
It is sown in corruption; it is raised in 
incorruption: It it sown in dishonor ; 


-it is raised in glory: It is sown in weak- 


ness; it 1s raised in power. 

It is sown a natural body ; it is raised 
a spiritual body. There is a natural 
body, and there is a spiritual body. 

And so it is written, The first man 
Adam was made a living soul; the last 
Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

Howbeit that was not first which is 
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spiritual, but that which is natural; and 
afterward that which is spiritual. 

The first man is of the earth, earthy: 
The second man is The Lord from 
heaven. As is the earthy, such are 
they also that are earthy: and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that are 
heavenly. 

And as we have borne the image of 
the earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly. 

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption. 

Behold I show you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, 

In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

For this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption and this mortal must put on 
immortality : 

So when this corruptible shall have 
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put on incorruption and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that 
is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory. | 

Oh death, where is thy sting? Oh 
grave, where is thy victory ? 

The sting of death is sin, and the 
strength of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of The Lord, for as much 
as ye know that your labor is not in vain 
in.therlzord.”’ 


While Joseph Dickinson was away 
from home his son wrote to him that 
Howard Cadwallader was very sick, and 
probably would never get well. Joseph 
Dickinson wrote back and said, ‘‘ Read 
to him the r21st Psalm; it has often 
been a comfort to me.” And when his 
son wrote back to him that he had read 
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the Psalm to him, and had a season of 
prayer, he was lying on a sick-bed him- 
self. This is the Psalm: 


‘‘T will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills, from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh from the Lord, which 
made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: 
he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall 
neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord “is thy keeper: the fords 
thy shade upon thy right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, 
nor the moon by night. 
_ The Lord shall preserve thee from all 
evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out 
and thy coming in from this time forth, 
and even for ever more.”’ 


Joseph Dickinson has gone out, but he 
hasenteredinforevermore. Let us pray: 


Oh Lord, we thank thee at this hour, 
that thou hast not left thy children to 
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grope their way in darkness. Thou hast 
not left us in darkness and uncertainty 
with regard to our condition in the world 
beyond. In thy wonderful love thou 
hast provided a way of life and salva- 
tion through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has shown us in the resurrection of his 
own body that we, too, with him who is 
the first fruits of those that sleep, shall 
also rise and be with him for ever more. 
We thank thee, Lord Jesus, at this hour, 
that thou hast robbed death of its terror; 
that thou dost enable thy children, even 
here now, to exclaim: ‘‘Oh death, 
where is thy sting! Oh grave, where is 
thy victory !”” Oh Lord Jesus, we thank 
thee that thou hast enabled thy children 
to lay up their hopes at the end of the 
journey ; that thou dost give them the 
victory through thy own wonderful pow- 
er, and hast intervened and enabled us 
to rejoice and praise thy name. And 
now we want to ask that thou wilt bless 
every soul within these walls. Oh Lord, 
give them gracious aid. Thou hast come 
into our midst; thou hast called away 
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one who has mingled with this people 
for many years. We realize at this mo- 
ment that he is dead, yet he liveth, and 
we pray thee that thou wilt come near 
- to the hearts that are mourning ; be, we 
pray thee, their comforter at this mo- 
ment. Oh Lord, thou knowest how they 
will miss their loved one when they see 
him go out and come in no more. A 
shadow has fallen upon their pathway, 
but we bless thy name, thou hast left 
his life to them: they are richer for they 
have an inheritance in his life that will 
strengthen and encourage them in other 
years. God bless them and help them. 
And we especially ask that thou wilt 
bless those that are not here to-day. The 
dear daughter far off in the South Land 
ona bed of sickness. Wilt thou make 
her bed easy and may she lean hard on 
thee. Bless them all, we pray thee, and 
during this solemn hour, while their 
hearts are sad, wilt thou comfort and 
bless them.. Bless all the relatives, we 
pray thee; bless the absent brothers and 
sister. Oh Lord, be with them, we pray 
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thee, wherever they are and grant that 
they may realize thy comfort and thy 
consolation. Bless the aged brother who 
is here this afternoon. Oh Lord, comfort 
him we pray thee, and grant that he may 
realize that only a little while and he will 
be gathered with those who have gone 
before. Now lead and guide our thoughts 
during this hour, and may this be a 
blessed occasion, we ask in Jesus name, 
Amen. 


The following hymn, a favorite one of 
the deceased, was sung by the congrega- 
tion. 


Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if Thou be near, 
Oh, may no earth-born cloud arise, 
To hide Thee from Thy servant's eyes. 


When the soft dews of kindly sleep, 
My wearied eye-lids gently steep, 
Be my last thought, how sweet to rest 

Forever on my Saviour’s breast. 


Abide with me from morn till eve, 
For without Thee I cannot live; 
Abide with me when night is nigh, 
For without Thee I dare not die. 


yor MEMOIR OF 


Watch by the sick; enrich the poor 
With blessings from Thy boundless store; — 
Be every mourner’s sleep to-night 
Like an infant’s slumbers, pure and light. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


After a short pause, Edward Bellis, an 
intimate friend of the family, read the 
following biographical sketch, BRED ArES 
by him at their request : 


Joseph Dickinson was born Sixth 
month roth, 1820, at Brant Broughton, 
Lincolnshire, England, and fell asleep in 
Jesus, Eighth month 5th, 1895, at Bay ~ 
View, Michigan. He was the son of 
Jonathan and Alice H. Dickinson, who 
came of a long line of Quaker ancestry. 
When Joseph was a boy, his parents, 
with their family, moved to Sheffield, a 
large manufacturing town in the county | 
Yorkshire. At the age of eleven he be- 
came an Ackworth School scholar, and 
in the three years that followed, received _ 
the ground work of his after life’s educa- 
tion. When fourteen years old, he was 
apprenticed to John Pitts, of Snig Hill, 
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‘Sheffield, to learn the plumbing trade, 

- remaining his full term of seven years. 
During the time of hisapprenticeship, his 
father died, leaving the wife and a family 
of eight children in straightened circum- 
stances. At theageoftwenty-two, in com- 
pany with his younger brother, George, he 
came to America, hoping to find employ- 
mentin his line of work. Coming by sail- 
ing vessel to New Orleans, and thence up 
the Mississippi and Ohiorivers by boat, he 
landed at Cincinnati Ohio, where he 
made effort to obtain work by presenta- 
tion of credentials from his late ‘‘ master, ”’ 
who had given him a special letter of 
recommendation as to his faithful service 
and good steady character during the 
seven years of his apprenticeship. 

No employment was to be found at 
that time in Cincinnati, so he came 
northward, to this city, where there re- 
sided Friends to whom he bore letters 
of introduction from members of the 
same church across the sea. Remaining 
here but a short time, he went to Milton, 
in this county, where he worked for six 
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or seven years in the manufacture of 
pumps. On Tenth month 17th, 1844, 
Joseph Dickinson was united in marriage 
to Esther G. White, at Milford Meeting 
House, andin 1849 they removed to Rich- 
mond, where he has since resided. The 
four children that were added to the 
family survive the parents (the mother 
having died Second month 2d, 1891), 
viz: Hannah D. Francisco, Samuel. 
Dickinson, Maria D. Washburn, and 
Joseph J. Dickinson ; and also his step- 
son, Oliver White. | 

Joseph Dickinson was a successful 
business man, of strict integrity ; he ac- 
quired a competence by faithful industry, | 
careful business methods, and an upright 
life. Hewasa Friend by birthright, and 
a very warm supporter of the church of, 
his childhood. He was an active laborer’ 
in the cause of Christ, taking a lively! 
interest inevery good work. Asa teacher 
in the Union Mission school, established, 
in the early fifties, his knowledge of the 
Bible, obtained first under the care of 
his parents in his father’s home, and) 
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afterward broadened while at Ackworth 
school (especially under the teaching of 
Joseph John Gurney, who frequently 
made a week’s visit at the school for the 
purpose of giving the students Bible in- 
struction), together with an earnest de- 
sire to be helpful to those of lowly estate 
in life, made him a valuable assistant in 
this work. In 1858 he was appointed by 
Indiana Yearly Meeting of Friends on 
the Central Book and Tract Committee, 
and for more than thirty years he was 
its purchasing and distributing agent, 
during which time over sixty million 
pages of books and tracts were dis- 
tributed. He was for several years 
Treasurer of Indiana Yearly Meeting ; 
and served as Trustee of Earlham Col- 
lege fora number of years. He was a 
Christian of broad and liberal views, 
loyal to his church, of which he was an 
efficient member. In the progressive 
movements of the church he was in the 
front, to support by counsel and contri- 
bution. In response to a telegram from 
Governor Morton, Isaac P. Evans, Joseph 
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Dickinson and Timothy Nicholson met 
the War Governor, who told them: 
“You Quakers cannot fight; now, you 
can help take care of the thousands of 
homeless, helpless colored people who 
are coming to us for protection.” And 
their answer was ‘we will.” 

In Tenth month, 1863, the report of 
this impromptu committee was presented 
to the Yearly Meeting, and a committee 
was appointed by that body for the further 
carrying forward of the work. In 1864 
their report to the Yearly Meeting shows . 
over $23,000 collected and expended for 
the assistance of these colored refugees, 
and the establishment of an asylum for 
children of colored soldiers at Helena, 
Arkansas, under the care of Indiana 
Yearly Meeting of Friends’ Committee - 
for the “Relief of “Freedmen: “Under 
the management of the Missionary Board, 
this small asylum for the children of col- 
ored soldiers has developed into an ef-— 
ficient college for colored people, at 
Southland, nine miles northwest of Hel- 
ena, which is exerting a very beneficial 
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influence upon the race. Joseph Dick- 
‘inson was appointed as a member of. 
this committee. He very quickly mani- 
fested such an interest in the work that 
he became the chairman and corre- 
spondent of the board, and has retained 
this position during all these years ; his 
interest never ceasing in this labor of 
love for the elevation of the colored race. 
Down at Southland his loss will be 
mourned, and his memory will be re- 
vered. 

In 1873 the name of this committee 
was changed to ‘‘ The Missionary Board.” 
Joseph Dickinson was the only surviving 
member of the original committee who 
continued in its service from its first 
labor to this present date. In his own 
particular Meeting he was a pillar in the 
church, ready for any service, yet always 
esteeming others better than himself. He 
was a constant attender at Sabbath 
School, anda teacher of more than usual 
ability. With failing health forthe past few 
years, he has still been regular in the 
attendance of all our meetings, his in- 


24 MEMOIR OF ° 


terest never lessening in the prosperity 
of the church." On Seventh month roth, 
in company with several members of his 
family, he went to their summer cottage 
at Bay View, Michigan, to spend some 
weeks, hoping for a betterment from the 
change of climate. For a time he ap- 
peared to be gaining strength, and en- 
joyed the benefit of the change. On the 
30th of the month he was seized with 
acute disease and sank rapidly, the end 
coming more quickly than anticipated by 
his children, who were with him in faith- 
ful attendance. Of our dear friend and 
brother in Christ, we can unhesitatingly 
say: He has fought a good fight; he 
has kept the faith; he has finished his 
course; henceforth there is laid up for 
him a crown of righteousness, because 
he early learned to love the Lord, and 
endeavored to serve him with a perfect 
heart. 

When but six years of age, at the 
death of his brother, Alfred, to whom he 
was strongly attached, his grief was so 
great as to attract the attention of the ser- 
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vant maid, who was a Christian woman. 
As she took the boy to his bed, night after 
night,she gently comforted him and finally 
led him to Jesus, who has been his stay and 
comfort all these sixty-nine years, during 
which time he has never wavered in the 
blessed assurance of the forgiveness of 
his sins through the atoning blood of 
Calvary’s Lamb. His steadfast Christian 
life brought him places of trust; his 
faithful discharge of these trusts gave him 
the confidence of his friends and the 
peace that passeth understanding. 

It was my privilege to know Joseph 
Dickinson on the other side of the ocean. 
Just as he was passing out of his appren- 
ticeship with the man with whom he 
learned his trade, I was passing into ap- 
prenticeship with his older brother, Henrv 
Dickinson. There I first became ac- 
quainted with him, and, though our friend- 
ship was somewhat broken by his going to 
America, yet, when aftera few years,it was 
my lot to come to this country with his 
brother, Henry Dickinson, and wife, I 
found in Joseph Dickinson the same 
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friendship of former years; which has 
strengthened and ripened as the years 
havecomeand gone. Indeed, hehas been | 
to me a father and an elder brother. For 
the past ten years, as members of the Mis- 
sionary Board of Indiana Yearly Meeting, 
our relationship, as friends and members 
of one church, with the same common 
purpose in view, has been of a very 
pleasant nature, affording many oppor- 
tunities of seeing the sterling worth of a 
man whose life’s object was the better- 
ment of his fellow-man of whatever na- 
tionality he might be. My heart is full 
this afternoon—full of the blessed mem- 
ories that have come to me through him. 
With youl mourn his loss, yet comforted 
with the assurance that he is eternally 
at rest and blessed forever. 


REMARKS BY LEVI JESSUP. 


Levi Jessup, a minister of the gospel, 
and a member of the Book and Tract 
Committee with Joseph Dickinson for 
forty years, and intimately connected 
with the family, spoke as follows: 
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es «‘ Weep not for me,” says the Saviour, 
_ ** But weep for yourselves and your chil- 
fe dren.” 
Ever since Joseph Dickinson came to 
- this country, what struck me as remark- 
“a able in my acquaintance with him, was 
ie his integrity. JI do not remember that 
he ever promised me a thing or that he 
ever spoke of doing a thing for me, that 
he did not do if it were in his power. 
Joseph Dickinson was a man.of business ; 
a man of the world in one sense, and yet 
not of the world; he was a man that 
kept the world in its place, and to the 
| Lord Jesus Christ he gave all the honor. 
| [think there is not a man in Indiana 
Yearly Meeting that performed such 
| work and so much of it, for the benefit 
of mankind, as Joseph Dickinson did — 
his work for the colored people, his work 
in the Book and Tract Committee, and 
|. his Sabbath School work, when rather 
in its infancy in our branch of the church. 
It seems to me these words come home 
with remarkable appropriateness, ‘‘Weep 
not for me.” He was a man of remark- 
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able perseverance in whatever he be- 
lieved would promote the welfare of 
mankind. Not-a man of very many 
words, but a man of very decided action. 
I have admired his integrity; I have ad- 
mired his confidence; and now, while I 
am speaking, I remember, when sitting 
together with himself and his wife, now, 
_ like him, I have no doubt, in the realms 
of eternal blessedness, I remember that 
she remarked to me: ‘‘ Levi Jessup, if 
thee shouid preach my funeral, I ask of 
thee that thee will not say all of the good 
things that thee can think of that I have 
done.” It was avery singular expres- 
sion, and one that Joseph Dickinson fully 
approved of. And I remember remark- 
ing to her, ‘‘ What shall 1 say ?” and she 
replied: ‘* Magnify that grace by which 
I was what I was;” and I only speak of 
my brother to magnify that grace by 
which he was what he was. He was an 
example by the grace of God. By God’s 
grace and God’s mercy and his guiding 
and keeping, he was an example for those 
of us who remain, whether older or 
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younger ; and my desire is, in a word, 
that his hfe may be an example that 
everv one of us may profit by. 


REMARKS BY JOSEPH MOORE. 


Joseph Moore, a minister of the gospel, 
aud a professor in Earlham College, said: 


I was thinking of the passage of Scrip- 
ture, ‘‘ And his righteousness unto chil- 
dren’s children,’’ and in connection with 
that, ‘‘ Honor thy fatherand thy mother ;”’ 
and this thought occurs to me: How are 
such men as Joseph Dickinson, and how 
are such men and women as a number © 
that,I see before me and about me to- 
day, how are such men and women made ? 
I can but think that if it should be that 
Joseph Dickinson knows anything about 
what we are doing to-day, or if he had 
anticipated beforehand what we might 
do, we could scarcely please him better 
than to do or say something that will 
help to make the right kind of men and 
women; men and women of character. 
And the question has often come to me, 
in looking at gray hairs and in looking at 
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men and women in their prime; and it 
comes to me in looking at the chil- 
dren and the grand-children, and all 
of his relatives here, nearer or more 
remote, who so loved him, ‘‘How are 
such men made?” We have hearda 
very interesting, brief biography. We 
have seen the influences that were drawn 
around this boy in his early youth; we 
have seen how he yielded to them; we 
have seen how he made a choice. We 
have seen how he had a manly purpose 
and aim in his boyhood and his child- 
hood. Hewasin early years surrounded 
by the influences (though not directly 
from instruction) of such lives as those 
of Clarkson and Wilberforce, of Bright 
and Cobden, and Buxton and Gurney, 
and how many more I do not know. 
There was that school, and there was 
that guarded education which was thrown 
about him; there was that painstaking, 
and there was that home life. There are 
many ways in which we touch people, 
and we cannot tell in what way we do 
people the most good, orin what way other 
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people do us the most good. Joseph 
Dickinson’s life, like the lives -of many 
who are in this house to-day, do great 
good in their unconscious influence, 
because their lives are ordered in right- 
eousness; and there is a savor, and an 
atmosphere, and an influence that goes 
with everything they do; and when a 
soul gives itself—when Joseph Dick- 
inson gave himself to Christ, and lived to 
Christ, then this giving of the influence 
of his life, and this giving of his time, 
and of his means, is the outcome of the 
giving of himself. | 

I have tried to at least hint that men 
and women of this character, do not 
simply stumble into this kind of a life; 
they do not stray into this kind of a life; 
it comes about from conditions and cir- 
cumstances. Now the practical ques- 
tion would seem to be—What are our 
homes; What are we as fathers; What 
is our character; What is our conversa- 
tion; What is the influence of our 
general life? We cannot forbear to 
allude once more to the text, ‘‘Honor 
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thy father and thy mother.” We are to 
honor our father and our mother, no dif- 
ference what sort of a father or mother 
we have; but what a blessed thing, when 
we can honor an honored father and 
honor an honored mother! when, through 
generationsin succession, there has been 
the blessed inheritance and transferring 
ofa Christianeducation. We know that 
the grace of God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, may come to every one, whether 
they have been educated in a christian 
home or an unchristian home. But no- 
body has ever calculated or fully realized 
the blessedness of a Christian education, 
in the way of preparing the way and of 
surrounding us from very childhood, 
and helping us to grow up in the ways of 
righteousness. I cannot help thinking 
that of all the ways in which substantial 
and conservative and yet aggressive and 
progressive Christianity goes along, that 
there must be a beginning for it and there 
must be a growth to it; and there was a 
beginning here and a growth. There 
was the blessing which came upon his 
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head through the hands of ancestry and 
the hands of loving teachers, and then 
there was that choice on his part, that 
self-surrender and devotion and that 
uncompromising and unswerving integ- 
rity, which belongs to the character of 
a true and noble man, and so, through 
this means, God’s righteousness comes 
to children’s children. 


REMARKS BY EDWARD H. DENNIS, 
Member of Grace M. E. Church. 

When I first came to Richmond with 
my family, I very early made the ac- 
quaintance of Joseph Dickinson. The 
second winter that we lived here, we 
lived in the adjoining house to himself 
and family, and friendships were formed 
from the associations initiated, that have 
continued without intermission until to- 
day, and we come to mourn the depar- 
ture of our friend with you. As a 
result of acquaintance and friendship, 
we were invited into the old Bible 
Class that met in the upper story of his 
shop on south Marion street; and it 
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pains my heart when I remember how 
few there are living to-day of those who 
attended that very profitable meeting. 
Timothy Harrison was our recognized 
leader, and I have thought since I sat 
here, that although we then thought he 
knew nearly all about the Bible, if he 
could tell us what he knows to-day of the 
deep things of God, our astonishment 
would be without measure. 

One of the many incidents in my asso- 
ciation with Joseph Dickinson I will men- 
tion here. You may remember, in the 
summer of 1865 I initiated a movement 
for a meeting of all the Sabbath schools 
of the city in the old Yearly Meeting 
House, and had the pre-consent of the 
Yearly Meeting Committee for the use of 
thehouse. Arrangements were made and 
schools were invited, and it became ap- 
parent that the house would be filled to 
overflowing with the Sabbath school 
children and their teachers of this city. 
About noon of the Sabbath on which 
the meeting was to be held, a member of 
the Yearly Meeting Committee sent for 
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me and said to me: ‘‘ Edward, there is 
going to be trouble grow out of this 
meeting ’?— and for this reason, that at 
that time probably no song had ever 
been raised in a Friends’ Meeting House 
in Kichmond, and those belonging to 
the Society at that time were opposed to 
innovation ; and so this member of the 
committee said to me: “If you can 
make other arrangements I should be 
very glad for you to do so, but I will not 
recall myconsent.” I immediately went 
to Joseph Dickinson. I said to Joseph: 
‘<This other member says what I have 
just told> you sewhat shall kedor ’s He’. 
replied: ‘* Edward, go right along with 
your meeting ; make no change in your 
arrangements.” That revealed to mea 
fellowship in Christ and a liberty of sen- 
timent and of soul that was remarkable ; 
and it has been to his praise and credit 
in my thoughts for all these thirty years. 

We have had frequent intercourse ; he 
has always manifested an exceeding sym- 
pathy in regard to other churches, and 
especially to my own church (Methodist), 
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often inquiring what our condition was, ~ 
and how we were prospering. And I 


am glad to-day to make mention of these 


things to you, and to assure you that we, 


with you, mourn not as those who have no 
hope, but we realize that a friend and 
brother has gone over the river and we 
shall meet him bye and bye. 


REMARKS BY W.) PP. BUELL. 


William P. Buell, who had been in 
the employ of Joseph Dickinson several 
years, said: 

It seems to me to be a blessed priv- 
ilege to be permitted to say a few words 
in memory of Joseph Dickinson. Few 
men have ever lived and died that held 
a warmer place in my affection. Fora 
number of years I was associated with 
him in business, and none but He who 
never slumbers nor sleeps knows the 
words of comfort and consolation he has 
given me. He has been a father to me, 
and I could scarcely refrain from ad- 
dressing him as Father Dickinson. Ido 
feel like weeping with you to-day, and 
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can truly say that a good man has gone 
from us. But few can feel his loss more 
keenly than I, because I came here, a 
stranger in a strange land, and he took 
me by the hand and was my friend. I 
know that he has entered into his re- 


ward, and has been received with the wel- 


come: ‘‘ Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful servant.”” Wherever he saw his fel- 
low-man struggling hard, he spoke to 
him words of encouragement and told 
him it was not too late; then with an 
honest heart and hand he helped him 
with a good will, hoping at least to help 
him to reach the summit of the hill, and 
he has helped many to reach the summit. 


God bless his memory ; God bless his— 


children and friends. 


REMARKS BY DANIEL HILL, 


A minister of the gospei and a life-long 
friend of Joseph Dickinson : 


I doubt whether any man or woman 
can leave a richer legacy to the commu- 
nity in which they lived, than the example 
of a godly life and conversation, and a 
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well raised family of boys and girls. It 
is worth more to the community than the. 
wealth of the Rothschilds. 

Joseph Dickinson was a practical man. 
He has lived long in this community, and 
the presence of this large congregation 
of sympathizing friends, is evidence 
that he did not live in vain. He will be 
very much missed in this community, 
and I would like to impress this thought 
upon the young men and the young 
women present, that ‘‘no man liveth 
unto himself,” and that God has a pur- 
pose in our being; he has a work for all 
of us to do and will help us to do it, if 
we are willing to work. Nobody need 
be afraid that they cannot succeed if they 
put their trust in God and do their best. 
Joseph Dickinson believed, and he acted 
upon his belief. He acted as if he be- 
lieved his religion was not all theory. 
Although he was sound in doctrine, he 
believed as well as practiced, adding to 
his faith, the various virtues which are 
mentioned by Peter. I have been asso- 
ciated with him in church affairs for 
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many years. I have always found him 
wise in counsel, energetic in action, will- 
ing to work and to use his means for 
what he believed would promote the 
glory of God and the good of mankind. 


‘That is the purpose, dear friends, for 


which we all ought to live; and it seems 
to me that the ending of such a life as 
this, with the evidence of the respect 
which he has commanded in this com- 
munity, ought to be an inspiration to 
young menand young women, to ‘‘goand 
do likewise.” Live for a purpose; live 
to glorify God who created you, and for 
the good of the community in which God 
has seen meet that our lives should be 
cast. 


REMARKS BY TIMOTHY NICHOLSON. 


‘“ 


It was my privilege to serve with Joseph 
Dickinson for thirty years on the Central 
Book and Tract Committee, and about 
twenty-five years of that as the Secretary 
of that Committee. It will not do to 
take time, as it is getting late, but I want 


_ tobearthis testimony: I believe to no in- 


40 MEMOIR OF 


dividual inthis Yearly Meeting is the unity 
of faith, doctrine, and practice, to be at- 


tributed more than'to Joseph Dickinson. . 


Thoroughly evangelical —intensely, if I 
might say, evangelical, yet he was a 
Friend, through and through, in all of 
its doctrines; and has been the most 
zealous advocate in continuously keeping 
before the world and before the church 
these doctrines. of) the, chirchs 2) Seay 
again, I know of no one to whom the 
unity of faith, and doctrine, and practice 
of this Yearly Meeting is more indebted 
than to Joseph Dickinson. 


REMARKS BY-PROF. DAVID W. DENNIS, OF 
EARLHAM COLLEGE. 


When I was a boy of some seven years 
of age, Joseph Dickinson visited the 
Monthly Meeting to which I belonged 
and brought tracts with him and dis- 
tributed them among us, and he spent 
perhaps five minutes in the Monthly 
Meeting, talking to us on the influence 
of good books. The influence of that 
visit to our neighborhood has gone with 
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me from that dayto this. He has been my 
friend, as good a one as I have had for 
twenty years, since I have lived here as 
one of his neighbors; but whenever I 
think of him, I first think of him as the 
man who called my attention to the 
worth of a good book, when I lived ina 
neighborhood where we hadn’t any Mor- 
risson Library. 


REMARKS BY JONATHAN BALDWIN. 


‘«« A good name is better than precious 
ointment,” and the day of death is better 
than one’s birth. I have been acquainted 
with Joseph Dickinson ever since he has 
been in this country, and have always 
found him to be the kind of a man that 
these testimonies show. 


REMARKS BY JAMES SMITH. 


I have known Joseph Dickinson ever 
since he first came to Richmond, and 
during all those years I have had much 
business to transact with him, and I am 
confirmed in my belief that it is possible 
for a man to carry with him into his 
business his.religious convictions. 
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REMARKS BY WALTER WOOD, FORMERLY OF 
HIGH FLATS, YORKSHIRE. 


As possibly the only Englishman in the 
- house, and an old Ackworth scholar, I 
would like to say that our deceased 
friend will leave many friends to mourn 
his loss across the ocean. My father has 
known and loved and respected him all 
his life. 


CLOSING ADDRESS BY ALLEN JAY. 


These testimonies are all on one side, 
and I have no doubt that there are many 
others here who could speak a word, 
giving expression.of their love for Joseph 
Dickinson. His life has been a blessing 
to them ; and I feel like saying, in con- 
clusion, that the fact has come to my 
mind again and again while I have lis- 
tened to these words: ‘‘What I am, I> 
am by the grace of God;” and as has 
been said here this afternoon, if we could 
hear the voice of our brother once more, 
he would fully endorse this expression ; 
in the language of the Apostle, he would 
say to each and every one of us, ‘‘ What 
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7-1 was, I was by the grace of God. 
Through all my hfe from a. boy and 
through all my youth, the grace of God 
has been with me and strengthened me.” 
Such a life, dear friends, is not an acci- 
dent. No. A life like Joseph Dickin- 
son’s stands out in bold relief in this age 
of the world. Thank God for such men! 
~ Men who know their duty and are faith- 
ful to stand by what they believe the 
Lord requires at their hands. 

As I look back over the long life of 
our dear brother, I can see that the hand 
of a loving Father was with him ; that 
he was a man fully equipped to meet the 
difficulties and the obstacles of this world; 
that he was a man to do great things ; 
not to turn to the right hand or to the 
left, but honestly to do what he felt the 
Lord called for at his hands; but, dear 
friends, it was by the grace of God that 
he was enabled to accomplish these 
things. We have heard here this after- 
noon that at the age of six, perhaps in 
his bed room, with the servant who had 
the care of him, he first gave his heart 
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to the Lord Jesus Christ. J have heard 


him tell it; and he told me that when he. : 


gave his heart to Jesus how the Lord 
blessed him, when he was a little boy; 
and he said: ‘‘Allen Jay, I have never 
forgotten that night; I am never a day 
without prayer to God.” His family and 
his friends will never forget how the 
Bible was read in his home during all 
of these years, He always had family 
worship. Although a busy man, yet he 
called on God before he went to his day’s 
work. There is the secret of his suc- 
cess, dear friends, and I believe that the 
man or woman who learns this lesson 
and who follows it and seeks the same 
blessed help that he did, will find that 
the Lord will be with them and will not 
forsake them. I, myself, visited the 
same Boarding School that he attended 
as a pupil, and I remember the teacher 
said to me: ‘Does thee know Joseph 
Dickinson ; hast thou ever seen him ? 


I was a school mate of his; he was a_ 


noble boy; he was a bright boy; he 
went in and out before us, his school 
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mates, and he was never ashamed to 


»contess the Saviour.’ It has been re- 


marked here this afternoon that he was 
a Bible teacher. I believe he was a man 
not to be blown about by wind of doc- 
trine. He had settled his faith; he was 
intensely orthodox ; believed in salva- 
tion through our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
ever held faith in the atoning blood, and 
believed that God would care for those 
who trusted in Him. 

That is the secret of his life; and dur- 
ing the last few years of his life, as I 
have met him from time to time since 
his beloved wife was taken away from 
him, and his life was so lonely, I could 
see, and many of you could see, that 
Joseph Dickinson was fighting a battle. 
We could see how hard it was to give 
up the one that he loved; but not a 


_ murmur ever fell from his lips. He took 


up the duties of life where he had lain 
them down, and went forward and com- 
pleted the remainder of the work that 
God had for him to do; and during the 
last few months he realized that he was 
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growing weaker, yet he did not murmur. 
He gradually let go of business, turned 
aside to rest, and laid down and dieda 
triumphant death, thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. As he said to one 
of his dear children, who asked him the 
question if he would not like to be re- 
lieved of his suffering and go and be with 
mother, he said, ‘‘ Yes, I long to be at 
rest.”” ‘*At rest,” friends, after many 
years of toil; tosleepin Jesus after years 
of labor in the cause of the dear Master. 
We are richer because Joseph Dickinson 
has lived. The church that he belonged 
to is richer ; the Sabbath-school is richer. 
We have had one who came among us 
who was loyal to the church, who stood 
by it and believed in its doctrines and in 
its principles; at the same time he 


was broad and liberal to all Christian. 


churches. He loved the children of God 
wherever he met them, and he could re- 
joice when he saw other churches pros- 
per ;. he could mourn when he saw other 


churches in trouble. Hewasamanthat | 
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“loved God’s children, and one that was 


faithful and would do what he could for 
them. And I want to say, young men, 
that I believe that much depends on the 
study of the Bible. He studied the Bible 
and he believed in it, and he put his hope 
and trust in the God of the Bible. May 
the Lord grant that his life may be a 
blessing to many others. 

You, dear ones, who will now follow 
your loved one to the silent grave, you 
are richer. Your father has left you a 


legacy —a noble one. I thank God for 


that life. I remember, when my own 
dear father died, that I thanked God 
that for forty years he had preached the 
gospel. It was a life that made me 


| richer. It was an inheritance that I 
™ thank God for. You have the same ex- 


ample of a noble, upright, dignified 
Christian gentleman. A man loved of 
God ; a man who walked the streets of 
Richmond with a noble purpose in his 
heart ; a man who rejoiced at every good 
deed that was done; a man who, when 
the time of his departure came, left the 
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world, feeling that his work was done. A 
May the Lord grant that each one of © 
us, by the same grace and the same sus- 
taining power, may bea benefit to others, 
and then, bye and bye, dear ones, you, 
with the rest of us, will meet him. Yes, 
there are only a few of the family left, 
one aged brother here this afternoon. 
God strengthen that brother. God bless 
you, dear children, and the Lord grant 
that you will make his God your God, 
and that He may bring you at last to en- 
joy the same rich blessings that he now 
enjoys. And now may the grace of God 
rest and abide with us all ever more. 


The following hymn, a special favorite 
with him, was sweetly sung by the con- 
gregation : : 


SOWN IN CORRUPTION — RAISED: IN 
INCORRUPTION. 


We shall sleep, but not forever ; 
There will be a glorious dawn! 

We shall meet to part, no, never, 
On the resurrection morn ! 

From the deepest caves of ocean, 
From the desert and the plain, 
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From the valley and the mountain, 
Countless throngs shall rise again. 


We shall sleep, but not forever, 
In the lone and silent grave ; 
Blessed be the Lord that taketh, 
Blessed be the Lord that gave. 
In the bright eternal city 
Death can never, never come ! 
In His own good time He’ll call us 
From our rest to home, sweet home. 


The casket was then opened, the con- 
sregation viewed the remains, after which 
they were taken to Earlham cemetery. 


"At the grave, after a short Scripture 
reading, 1st Thess. 4th,.13 to 18, Allen 


Jay offered prayer as follows : 


And now, our Heavenly Father, as we 
stand beside this open grave, we thank 
Thee for the word Thou hast given us. 
We thank Thee at this hour, as we are 
gathered around this grave, that we do 
not sorrow and have no hope. We be- 
lieve that Thou wilt bring our dear 
one with Thee. We thank Thee for 


' the hope and consolation that we have 


at this hour, that all is well with him ; 
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that this is not a grave where there is ~ 
no hope; that this is nota grave where © 


all is sorrow. That there is the beauti- 
ful hope that in the beyond, on the other 
side of this grave, the loved one shall 
forever be with Thee. And now we pray 
Thee, our Heavenly Father, in days that 
are yet to come, when loving hands shall 
tend this grave and care for it, that Thou 
wilt fill their souls with hope, and that 
they may realize that the life of their 
loved one has been such that they will 
feel indeed that their father ‘‘ sleeps in 
Jesus.” And now we pray Thee, our 
Heavenly Father, that thy richest bless- 
ings may abide with the loved ones as 
they turn away to their homes. Bless 
them, Oh God, and strengthen them for 
the duties of life. Bless those that are 


not present to-day, we ask Thee once | 
more, and grant that Thy consolation | 
may fill their hearts at this hour. And 
now may the grace of God and the com- 
munion and fellowship of the Holy Spirit | 
rest and abide with us all, now and for | 


ever more: Amen. 
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The grave, by the side of his wife and 


near that of his mother and brother, was 


lined with cedar, the dirt having been 
removed from sight. Flowers were 
strewn over the casket. The descend- 
ing sun illumined the beautiful spot with 
soit and genial rays. Andin the blessed 


hope of the glad reunion bye and bye, 


we left him, asleep in Jesus. 


‘¢ And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth; for the first heaven and the first 


earth were passed away. And I heard 
a great voice out of heaven saying, ‘‘ Be- 


hold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself 


_ shall be with them and be their God. 





And God shall wipe away all tears from 


' their eyes; and there shall be no more 


death, neither sorrow nor crying ; neither 
shall there be any more pain, for the 


_ former things are passed away.”’ 
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